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Para Rubber Production and Marketing by Farmers in Song Dao District of
SakonNakorn Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study (1) social and economic state of farmers
who had produced Para Rubber in Song Dao District, SakonNakhon Province; (2) their
fundamental knowledge of Para Rubber production and marketing; (3) the state of their Para
Rubber production and marketing; (4) the correlation between their social and economic state
and their Para Rubber production and marketing; and (5) their problems and suggestions on
their Para Rubber production and marketing.

The research methodology was done by collecting data from 186 samples selected
from farmers who were registered as farmers who had produced Para Rubber in Song Dao
District, SakonNakhon Province. The data were collected by using structural interview form.
The statistics used for data analyze were frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum
value, mean, standard deviation, range, and interpretation by using the correlation analysis in
hypothesis testing.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) More than half of the studied
farmers were male, with average age at 49.01 years. Their highest level of education was
bachelor degree level. The average duration of their experience in Para Rubber production
was 7.77 years. The average quantity of the labor in their family was 3.40 persons. The
average of their area using for Para Rubber plantation raising was 26.79 Rai. Almost all of
them had their own land for Para Rubber plantation raising. The main occupation of most of
them was a farmer, while the subordinate occupation of almost half of them was a hired
worker. Their average income obtaining from Para Rubber production was 295,633.23 Baht
per year, while their average expenditure spent on Para Rubber production was 50,682.80
Baht per year;(2) The studied farmers generally had fundamental knowledge of Para Rubber
production and marketingat medium level;(3) The variety of Para Rubber almost all of them
had raised was RRIM600. The average age of Para Rubber tree which could be split across
their stem was 6.69 years. More than half of them split across the stem of Para Rubber trees
at one-third of the length of their stem every other two days. The average quantity of their
Para Rubber productivity was 224.33 Kg/Rai. More than two-thirds of them had produced
Para Rubber in the figure of a cup. Most of them sold their Para Rubber production to Para
Rubber collectors who united with each other to bid for the selling price of Para Rubber;(4) It
was found that their social and economic state, the level of their education, and their
fundamental knowledge of Para Rubber production and marketing correlated with their Para
Rubber production and marketingat .01 statistical significance; and (5) It was found that they
generally had problems with their Para Rubber production and marketing at medium level.
Their problem, at much level, in the production aspect was the lack of water supply to their
Para Rubber plantation during dry season, while their problem, at much level, in the
marketing aspect was the uncertainty of the selling price of Para Rubber. They suggested that
wells should have been dug more to supply water to their plantation and their other
agricultural sections, and the selling price of Para Rubber should have been controlled not to
be too low.
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